64                            LOWER GREENSAND
The Lower Greensand occurs in the north of the Chalk area in
Berkshire and Cambridgeshire. The Faringdon beds are probably
on the same horizon as the Folkestone beds, but occur only round
Faringdon (Berks.). They consist of thick, pebbly, ferruginous
sands partially consolidated and full of sponges, polyzoa, echirio-
derms, mollusca and foraminiferae. The pebbles are comported
chiefly of white quartz, but also include quartzite, veinstone, jasper,
slate, etc., from palaeozoic rocks.
The Lower Greensand in Norfolk is very different to that in
South England. At Heacham and Castle Rising the middle portion,
used for brickmaking, consists of clay with loamy layers and
ferruginous nodules, but the Carstone above it is a good building
stone.
To the south of Leighton Buzzard the Lower Greensand crops
out beneath the Gault clay and extends north towards Wo burn
and to the north-east towards Ampthill and Biggleswade. The
hills of Woburn, Apsley Guise, and Ampthill in Bedfordshire consist
largely of sand belonging to this formation, together with beds of
fullers' earth and some boulder clay. The sands of this formation
largely consist of coarse material, which in places gives way to finer
beds of cherty gravels and is associated with peaty material. They
are suitable for a variety of purposes, particularly for filters, con-
crete making, grinding, etc. The more ferruginous parts of the
beds are used for building, whilst some parts are used in foundries
and steelworks. Some of the better qualities of sand are used in
glass manufacture, and the cherty material is employed in grinding
plate-glass. At Flitwick the sands are less pure than in the
immediate neighbourhood of Leighton Buzzard, and can only be
employed where their purity is not of first importance.
The Lower Greensand beds also occur at Hunstanton, Sandring-
ham, Downham Market, and in the neighbourhood of Kings Lynn
at Middleton and Gayton, the formation occupying a thin strip of
country on the eastern side of the Wash and comprising the
8andringham sands. The outcrop appears above sea level at
Heacham in the north and extends southwards, becoming broader
and attaining its greatest breadth between Sandringham and the
Nar valley. The sand beds are for the most part thick and
moderately consistent, but rather ferruginous. They consist chiefly
of fine-grained, sharp siliceous sand of colour varying from pure
white to buff or yellow, due to the presence of iron compounds and
to the decomposition of pyritic nodules. Grey or greenish loamy
bands occur in various parts of the beds and sometimes make the
working difficult. The upper part of the beds, of a thickness
varying from 30 to 50 ft., is the most valuable and comprises the
" white sands " of this series. The lower part of the beds consists
chiefly of green or ferruginous loamy sands containing phosphatie
nodules and resting on the Kimmeridge clay.
The Lynn sands are used chiefly for glass-making, but some is
also used for open-hearth furnaces and other refractory purposes,